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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

1.1.1 PJA has been commissioned by Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council (SMBC) to prepare a 

Transport Assessment to accompany a planning application for a one form entry (1FE) expansion 

to Cheswick Green Primary School, Solihull. A site layout is given in Appendix A.   

1.1.2 A summary of the existing and proposed staff and pupil numbers are provided in Table  1-1.  

Table  1-1: Existing and Proposed Staff and Pupil Numbers 

 Pupils Staff 

Existing Proposed Existing Proposed 

Pre-School 30 30 

44 65 
Nursery 30 60 

Reception – Year 6 210 420 

Total 270 510 

 

1.1.3 The expansion proposals will require the existing school building to be extended to accommodate 

the additional pupils. 

1.1.4 It is understood that these additional primary school places are required to accommodate demand 

generated by nearby housing developments at Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick Place.  

1.2 Purpose of Report 

1.2.1 The purpose of this report is to identify the transport characteristics of the school and the 

surrounding area to examine the likely travel implications of the development proposals. 

1.2.2 A separate Travel Plan for the school has been prepared by SMBC within Modeshift STARS that the 

school will start to implement prior to expansion. 

1.3 Scoping Discussions 

1.3.1 A series of pre-application meetings have been undertaken with the local highway authority, SMBC, 

to agree the scope of this assessment. A summary of the key points from these discussions are 

summarised below: 

• Details regarding the impact of COVID-19 should be included within the assessment, to 

understand the impact this has on observations made during site visits, parking beat surveys and 

mode share data collected;  

• The number of pupils attending before/after school clubs and wrap around care should be 

provided within the report; 
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• Justification of the on-site parking provision for staff should be provided; 

• Concerns were raised regarding the number of vehicle trips that would be generated by the 

expansion should suitable mitigation measures not be implemented, and the impact this would 

have on the capacity of the local highway network and occurrence of on-street parking within 

the vicinity of the site access; 

• Consideration should be given as to the impact of the expansion at the A34 Stratford Road / 

Creynolds Lane junction;   

• Proposed mitigation should form a coordinated package of measures, with evidence to 

demonstrate that these would be used by parents; 

• TfWM should be consulted to understand current and future aspirations for bus routes to/from 

Cheswick Green and how S106 monies from Blythe Valley Park have been spent. 

1.3.2 This report has been prepared on the basis of the above. 

1.4 Report Content 

1.4.1 The remainder of this report is structured as follows: 

• Chapter 2: Policy Framework; 

• Chapter 3: Baseline Transport Conditions; 

• Chapter 4: Development Proposals; 

• Chapter 5: Travel Demand and Impacts; 

• Chapter 6: Mitigation Measures; and 

• Chapter 7: Summary Conclusions. 
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2 Policy Framework 

2.1 Introduction 

2.1.1 This section of the report summarises national, regional, and local policy of relevance to the 

proposed development. 

2.2 National Policy  

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 

2.2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was updated in February 2019 and sets out the 

Government’s wider planning policies. The presumption in favour of sustainable development 

remains at its core.  

2.2.2 The core planning principles, which are set out on page 5 of the NPPF, set out the Government’s 

overarching objectives for the role of the planning system. One of the key principles is to:  

“support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient number and 

range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by 

fostering a well-designed and safe built environment, with accessible services and open spaces 

that reflect current and future needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural well-

being.” 

2.2.3 Specifically, with reference to schools, paragraph 94 states that: 

“It is important that sufficient choice of school places is available to meet the needs of existing 

and new communities. Local planning authorities should take a proactive, positive, and 

collaborative approach to meeting this requirement, and to development that will widen choice 

in education they should: 

a) Give great weight to the need to create, expand or alter schools through the preparation of 

plans and decisions on applications; and  

b) Work with schools’ promoters, delivery partners and statutory bodies to identify and resolve 

key planning issues before applications are submitted.”  

2.2.4 Polices aimed at promoting sustainable development are covered within section 9, paragraphs 102 

to 111 of the NPPF with paragraph 102 stating that:  

“Transport issues should be considered from the earliest stages of plan-making and development 

proposals, so that:  

a) the potential impacts of development on transport networks can be addressed;  
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b) opportunities from existing or proposed transport infrastructure, and changing transport 

technology and usage, are realised – for example in relation to the scale, location or density of 

development that can be accommodated;  

c) opportunities to promote walking, cycling and public transport use are identified and pursued;  

d) the environmental impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure can be identified, assessed, 

and taken into account – including appropriate opportunities for avoiding and mitigating any 

adverse effects, and for net environmental gains; and  

e) patterns of movement, streets, parking, and other transport considerations are integral to the 

design of schemes and contribute to making high quality places.”  

2.2.5 Paragraph 103 states: 

“The planning system should actively manage patterns of growth in support of these objectives. 

Significant development should be focused on locations which are or can be made sustainable, 

through limiting the need to travel and offering a genuine choice of transport modes. This can 

help to reduce congestion and emissions and improve air quality and public health. However, 

opportunities to maximise sustainable transport solutions will vary between urban and rural  

2.2.6 Paragraph 108 outlines the importance for new developments to promote sustainable transport 

where possible, to strive towards providing safe and suitable access to the site for all users and to 

mitigate any potential impact the development could have on the local highway network.  

2.2.7 Paragraph 109 states: 

 “Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if there would be an 

unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative impacts on the road network 

would be severe.” 

2.2.8 Paragraph 110 states: 

“a) give priority first to pedestrian and cycle movements, both within the scheme and with 

neighbouring areas; and second – so far as possible – to facilitating access to high quality public 

transport, with layouts that maximise the catchment area for bus or other public transport services, 

and appropriate facilities that encourage public transport use;  

b) address the needs of people with disabilities and reduced mobility in relation to all modes of 

transport;  

c) create places that are safe, secure, and attractive – which minimise the scope for conflicts 

between pedestrians, cyclists, and vehicles, avoid unnecessary street clutter, and respond to local 

character and design standards;  

d) allow for the efficient delivery of goods, and access by service and emergency vehicles; and  
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e) be designed to enable charging of plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles in safe, accessible 

and convenient locations.” 

2.2.9 Paragraph 111 states: 

“All developments that will generate significant amounts of movement should be required to 

provide a travel plan, and the application should be supported by a transport statement or 

transport assessment so that the likely impacts of the proposal can be assessed.” 

Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) 2014 – Travel Plans, Transport Assessments and 

Statements 

2.2.10 PPG 2014 stipulates that the scope and level of detail in a Transport Assessment or Statement will 

vary from site to site, but the following should be considered when settling the scope of the 

proposed assessment:   

“- information about the proposed development, site layout, (particularly proposed transport 

access and layout across all modes of transport) 

- information about neighbouring uses, amenity and character, existing functional 

classification of the nearby road network; 

- data about existing public transport provision, including provision/ frequency of services and 

proposed public transport changes; 

- a qualitative and quantitative description of the travel characteristics of the proposed 

development, including movements across all modes of transport that would result from the 

development and in the vicinity of the site; 

- an analysis of the injury accident records on the public highway in the vicinity of the site 

access for the most recent 3-year period, or 5-year period if the proposed site has been 

identified as within a high accident area; 

- measures to improve the accessibility of the location (such as provision/enhancement of 

nearby footpath and cycle path linkages) where these are necessary to make the 

development acceptable in planning terms; 

- a description of parking facilities in the area and the parking strategy of the development; 

- ways of encouraging environmental sustainability by reducing the need to travel; and 

- measures to mitigate the residual impacts of development (such as improvements to the 

public transport network, introducing walking and cycling facilities, physical improvements 

to existing roads.” 

2.2.11 The PPG continues: 
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“In general, assessments should be based on normal traffic flow and usage conditions (e.g. non-

school holiday periods, typical weather conditions) but it may be necessary to consider the 

implications for any regular peak traffic and usage periods (such as rush hours). Projections 

should use local traffic forecasts such as TEMPRO drawing where necessary on National Road 

Traffic Forecasts for traffic data.” 

2.3 Regional Policy  

West Midlands Local Transport Plan (LTP) 2011-2026 

2.3.1 The West Midlands LTP provides the core transport strategy for the whole West Midlands area, for 

the period 2011-2026. The document represents the long-term strategy and details the council's 

aspirations across all aspects of transport and highways.  

2.3.2 The ‘Long-Term Theme 3’ of the LTP is the ‘Modal Transfer and the Creation of Sustainable Travel 

Patterns’. One aspect of this is to implement school travel plans, with the key action being:   

“Development of a long-term active and sustainable approach to school travel plans with 

complementary schemes and initiatives to improve and encourage further active travel for school 

journeys reducing the reliance on private transport.”   

2.4 Local Policy  

Solihull Local Plan (December 2013)  

2.4.1 The Solihull Local Plan sets out how and where Solihull will develop in the future, as well as the 

strategies and proposals that will allow Solihull to grow in accordance with the vision set out in the 

Local Plan.   

2.4.2 Challenge H of the local plan is “Increasing Accessibility and Encouraging Sustainable Travel”. The 

key objectives in order to address this challenge are: 

a)  “Improve accessibility and ease of movement for all users to services, facilities, jobs and green 

infrastructure.” 

 b)  “Reduce the need to travel.” 

 c)  “Manage transport demand and reduce car reliance” 

 d)  “Enable and increase the modal share of all forms of sustainable transport.” 

 e)  “De-couple economic growth and increase in car use.”  

2.4.3 Policies P7 and P8 are transport policies that area focused on improving accessibility and 

encouraging sustainable travel  
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2.4.4 Policy P7 focuses on accessibility and providing ease of access so that all new developments are 

within the most accessible locations and seek to enhance existing accessibility levels.  It states that 

education facilities should be located where they are easily accessible on foot, by bicycle and bus 

by the local community they serve. 

2.4.5 Policy P7 outlines that the core walking, cycling, public transport and road networks should be 

access by providing:  

• “Safe, attractive, overlooked and direct on foot, by bicycle and from public transport;  

• Safe for those vehicles which need to access the development;  

• And assessed in accordance with Policy P15 ‘Securing Design Quality’ in the Local Plan.” 

2.4.6 Policy P8 outlines measures required for manging the demand for travel and for reducing 

congestion. The following elements should be considered to ensure transport efficiency and 

highway safety is upheld: 

a “Development will not be permitted which results in a significant increase in delay to vehicles, 

pedestrians or cyclists or a reduction in safety for any users of the highway or other transport 

network;  

b  Travel demands associated with development should be managed to minimise detrimental 

impact to the efficiency of the highway network;  

c Ensure new development reduces the need to travel e.g. by promoting linked trips and 

encouraging mixed use development where appropriate;  

d  Provision for parking and servicing will be required in accordance with a Supplementary Planning 

Document on managing travel demands associated with development; 

e The Council will support proposals for strategic public transport schemes such as rapid transit, 

local rail schemes as identified in LTP3 and local Park and Ride at appropriate railway stations 

subject to other policies in the Local Plan;  

f vi. Off-site parking provision proposed in association with economically important sites will be 

supported, subject to other policies in the Local Plan, where sustainable transport links between 

those sites and the parking provision are of a good quality, direct and attractive to use.” 

2.4.7 Policy P8 promotes and encourages the use of sustainable modes of transport for all developments, 

with emphasis placed on ensuring good quality routes and direct connections. 

2.5 Summary  

2.5.1 In summary, the above policies all aim to ensure that all users have safe and suitable access to the 

site, and that there are opportunities to maximise travel to the site by sustainable modes. Following 

consideration of the above policy documents, the development proposals have been prepared to 

accord with policy at all levels.  
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3 Baseline Conditions 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 This is informed by a desktop study and a number of site visits to the site during school peak periods: 

• Tuesday 10th November 2020, 08:00 – 09:15: and 

• Thursday 12th November 2020, 15:00 – 16:00.  

3.1.2 The weather conditions on both of the above dates were overcast, but dry. It should be noted that 

due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, the school was operating a staggered start/end to the 

school day for all pupils, with reduced capacity at the on-site nursery and pre-school (morning only).  

3.1.3 The school have confirmed the following levels at the nursery/pre-school on the date of the AM 

peak site visit: 

• 6 Pre-School pupils (20% of capacity); 

• 20 Nursery pupils (66% of capacity); and 

• 5 Staff.  

3.2 Site Location  

3.2.1 The school is located on Cheswick Way in Solihull, approximately 0.6km north east of the centre of 

Cheswick Green. As shown in Figure  3-1, the site is bound by Longleat Drive to the north, Creynolds 

Lane to the east and Cheswick Way to the west.  
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Figure  3-1: Site Location 

 

3.3 Existing School Characteristics  

Pupil and Staff Numbers 

3.3.1 Cheswick Green Primary School currently has a capacity of 240 pupils (Nursery to Year 6, 1 FE), plus 

30 children at the on-site pre-school. Currently, there are 165 families attending the school, which 

means the average family has 1.6 children. 

3.3.2 There are 44 staff members employed by the school with some of the staff working part-time. This 

equates to 11.8 FTE (teachers) and 18.9 FTE (other staff).  

School Day Timings 

3.3.3 The school operates a start time of 08:50 and ends at 15:30. The nursey and pre-school which are 

attached to the school finishes at 12:00 and 12:30, respectively. 

3.3.4 The school operates the following before/after school provision: 

• Breakfast club (from 07:30) and an after school club (until 18:00), called Cheswick Chimps,  

approximately 30 - 40 pupils attend each day (Monday to Friday); 



   

 

Cheswick Green Primary School, Solihull 16 Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council 

Transport Assessment   

 

• After School Sports Clubs (15:30 – 16:30), approximately 15 – 20 children at each session 

(Monday to Thursday); and 

• Before School Club (08:00 – 08:45), approximately 10-15 children at each session (two days a 

week).  

3.3.5 Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic the school has implemented staggered start and end times 

for each year group, as follows: 

• 08:30 – 15:00 – Nursery and Reception; 

• 08:40 – 15:10 – Year 1 and Year 2; 

• 08:50 – 15:20 – Year 3 and 4; and 

• 09:00 – 15:40 – Year 5 and 6.  

Catchment Area 

3.3.6 The catchment area of Cheswick Green Primary School approximately covers the area bound by 

A34 Stratford Road to the north, M42 to the east, Illshaw Heath Road/Water Lane/B4102 to the 

west and Dog Kennel Lane to the north1. This means that the majority of pupils are currently drawn 

from within Cheswick Green, south of A34 Stratford Road.  

3.3.7 A postcode plot of current pupils in Reception – Year 6 is provided in Figure  3-2.  

 
1 https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Onlinemaps 
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Figure  3-2: Cheswick Green Primary – Postcode Plot 

 

Correspondence with Parents 

3.3.8 The school actively encourages parents/guardians to park considerately within the vicinity of the 

school during peak periods. Evidence of this correspondence is provided in Appendix B. 

3.4 Existing Travel Modes 

3.4.1 Existing mode share data has been gather using ‘Hands-up’ survey with pupils (Reception – Year 6) 

in December 2020. The results are presented in Table  3-1. This represents a response rate of 99%. 

Table  3-1: Pupils – Existing Travel Modes 

Mode Number of pupils % of pupils 

Walk 95 46% 

Cycle/Scoot 24 12% 

Park & Stride 5 2% 

Car Share 1 0% 

Car 83 40% 

Total 208 100% 
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3.4.2 Table  3-1 shows that the majority of pupils currently travel by car, or on foot. This reflects the 

distribution of pupils within the catchment area – some live within the village of Cheswick Green, 

and other live in surrounding rural areas and Blythe Valley Park.  

3.4.3 An online survey was undertaken with parents to understand their preferred mode of travel 

to/from Cheswick Green Primary School. This question was answered by 107 families, a response 

rate of 64%.  

Table  3-2: Parents Survey Preferred Mode of Travel (select all modes that apply) 

Mode % of families 

Car (with just my children) 43% 

Car Share (with children from other families) 3% 

Taxi 1% 

Walk 44% 

Cycle/Scoot 3% 

Bus 2% 

Park and Stride 3% 

Other 2% 

Total 100% 

 

3.4.4 Following on from this question, parents were asked why they didn’t use this mode(s) more 

frequently. Common themes were as follows: 

• For some families, living outside of Cheswick Green in areas such as Monkspath and Blythe Valley 

Park, restricts their ability to walk/cycle to school (8 responses, 7.5%); 

• For some families, time constraints/working full-time means that parents drop their children off 

as part of an onward journey to work in the car (9 responses, 8.4%); 

• It is perceived by a few families that there is a lack of safe crossing locations outside the school 

due to parking within the vicinity of the school (2 responses, 1.9%) 

• There is no direct bus from Monkspath (1 response, 0.9%);  

• It was perceived by one respondent that there was no parking available within the vicinity of the 

school (1 response, 0.9%); and  

• One family perceived that driving is more convenient and reliable than walking or using public 

transport (1 response, 0.9%) . 

3.4.5 An online survey was also undertaken with staff to understand their current mode of travel to/from 

Cheswick Green Primary School. This question was answered by 32 members of staff, a response 

rate of 73%. The results are presented in Table  3-3.  
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Table  3-3: Staff  – Existing Travel Modes 

Mode Number of staff % of staff 

Car (as driver) 24 75% 

Car Share (with a colleague) 0 0% 

Car Share (external) 0 0% 

Walk 7 22% 

Cycle 0 0% 

Bus 1 3% 

Total 32 100% 

 

Impact of COVID-19 

3.4.6 It is recognised that the current COVID-19 pandemic may affect travel behaviours. To understand 

the extent to which mode share has been affected by the pandemic, an online survey was sent out 

to all parents/guardians at the existing school. This was answered by 64% of current families at the 

school.  

3.4.7 The survey showed that for 86% of parents/guardians the pandemic has not altered the method 

they use to take their child to/from school.  12 parents/guardians stated COVID-19 has had an 

impact on which modes they used prior to March 2020. From this data it is calculated: 

• 19% (10 respondents) of those who currently walk previously travelled by car (just their child) 

to school; 

• 2% (1 respondent) of those who currently travel by car (just their child) previously walked to 

school; and 

• The number of respondents who car share (with multiple families) has decreased by 50% (1 

respondent) 

3.4.8 This data shows that for the majority of families the COVID-19 pandemic has not altered how they 

travel, but that for some home-working has allowed them to walk with their child to school. On this 

basis and given the likely increase in flexible working patterns in the future, it is considered that the 

mode share data collected in this assessment is fit for use in this assessment. 

3.5 Travel Plan 

3.5.1 SMBC has assisted the school to prepare a Travel Plan on the Modeshift STARS platform in 

December 2020. The Travel Plan currently has a target of achieving a 2% reduction in pupil car trips 

and 2% increase in cycle/scooting.  

3.5.2 It should be noted that this is a “live” document and will be updated throughout the expansion of 

the school.  
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3.6 Access and Parking  

3.6.1 Vehicular access to Cheswick Primary School is taken via a gated access from Cheswick Way, and 

measures approximately 7m in width. Pedestrian access to the site is taken adjacent to the 

vehicular access. These accesses are gated to restrict access, and outside of the school peak periods 

a key card is needed to gain access to the site.  

3.6.2 The car park is only open to staff, visitors, and disabled pupils. There are 13 marked car parking 

spaces on the site, plus one disabled parking space. It is understood from the school that some staff 

double-park and block each other in. 

3.6.3 There are no formal cycle storage facilities at the school, however the school have advised they use 

the fence to store cycles/scooters in.  

3.7 Committed Developments 

3.7.1 Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) states that consideration must be given to the cumulative impacts 

arising from committed development within the vicinity of development sites. A committed 

development site is defined as that which is consented or allocated, with a reasonable degree of 

certainty of proceeding in the next three years.  

3.7.2 It is understood that the expansion of Cheswick Green Primary School is partially being undertaken 

to accommodate demand generated by residential development that has been consented at Blythe 

Valley Park and Cheswick Place. The location of these sites, in relation to Cheswick Green Primary 

School is shown in Figure  3-3.   
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Figure  3-3: Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick Place 

 

Cheswick Place 

3.7.3 In 2014, an outline planning application was submitted for a residential development in Cheswick 

Green for up to 220 dwellings, known as Cheswick Place. As part of the application, there were 

proposals for the creation of public space, improvements for infrastructure and parking provision. 

Consent was granted in February 2017. 

3.7.4 A condition was imposed on the development, which stated development could only commence 

once a road safety scheme was implemented at Creynolds Lane/ Vicarage Road / Watery Lane/ 

Illshaw Road. It is understood that this is now completed.  
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Blythe Valley Park 

3.7.5 In 2016, a hybrid planning application was submitted for mixed use development at Blythe Valley 

Park for 750 residential dwellings, 98,850sqm of B1/B2/B8 floorspace, 250 unit care facility, town 

centre uses, leisure and community uses’ and a 200 bed hotel. Consent was subsequently granted 

in March 2017.  

3.7.6 As part of this application, a number of off-site highway improvements and sustainable travel 

schemes were identified: 

• Commitment to fund extensions and improvements to the S4 bus service to provide a 30 minute 

frequency service into Blythe Valley Park as part of a circular route between Solihull Town 

Centre, Cheswick Green, Hockley Heath and Dorridge via a Section 106 agreement. Since 

submission of planning application this bus service is no longer in operation and has been 

replaced by the A7/A8 bus service;  

• Off-site highway improvement scheme to make A34 Stratford Road/Creynolds Lane junction an 

all-movements junction, enabling right turns out of Creynolds Lane to improve bus journey times 

and reliability between Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick Green; 

• Commitment to funding cycling and walking improvement along corridors linking the site with 

the A34/A3400 cycle route, Monkspath local centre and Dorridge Village Centre via a Section 

106 agreement; 

• Provision of a highway improvement scheme at Illshaw Heath Triangle, involving making Illshaw 

Heath Road a one-way road – with travel in the northwest bound direction – and Kineton Lane 

a one-way road – with travel in an eastbound direction, with provision of build outs and road 

markings to narrow the road with on Kineton Lane; and 

• Implementation of highway capacity scheme at A34/Stratford Road/Monkspath Hall Road.  

3.8 Local Highway Network  

Cheswick Way 

3.8.1 Cheswick Way is a single carriageway road that bounds the school site to the south and forms the 

main route through the village of Cheswick Green. At both its northern and southern extents, 

Cheswick Way forms a priority junction with Creynolds Lane.  Cheswick Way measures 

approximately 7.5 meters in width and is subject to a 30mph speed limit.  

3.8.2 Along the frontage of the school on Cheswick Way there are ‘School keep clear’ zig-zag markings 

on the northern side of the carriageway. Double yellow lines restrict parking surrounding the 

junction with Foxland Close.   
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3.8.3 Within the vicinity of the school there are a number of dropped kerbs providing access to private 

residential properties that restrict the availability of parking.  

Creynolds Lane  

3.8.4 Creynolds Lane is a single carriageway road to the east of Cheswick Primary School. It is subject to 

a 40mph speed limit and has a road width of approximately 7 meters.  

3.8.5 To the north, Creynolds Lane provides access to the A34 Stratford Road to the east and to the south 

it provides access towards Earlswood and Wood End. At its southern extent it forms a four arm 

cross roads with Illshaw Heath Road/ Vicarage Road/ Watery Lane.  

3.8.6 Within the vicinity of the site, it provides direct access to a number of residential properties on the 

eastern side of the carriageway. There are no parking restrictions in place.  

A34 Stratford Road 

3.8.7 Stratford Road is a dual carriageway located north-east of Cheswick Primary School. Within the 

vicinity of the site it is subject to a 40mph speed limit. A34 Stratford Road provides a direct route 

into central Birmingham to the north and a connection to the M42 to the south.  

3.8.8 A34 Stratford Road forms a three-arm signalised junction with Creynolds Lane. As part of the Blythe 

Valley residential development funding was sought to implement an improvement scheme at this 

junction to permit all movements at A34 Stratford Road/Creynolds Lane. This was implemented to 

provide a more direct and reliable public transport route between Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick 

Green for the A7/A8 bus service. It is understood that this has been recently implemented. 

3.9 Local Highway Network Observations 

3.9.1 This section provides a bullet-point summary of the key observations, by location. These 

observations should be interpreted in the context of COVID 19, as set out in Section 3.1 of this 

report.  

On-Site 

• At the start of both peak periods, on-site parking for staff was observed to be at capacity and 

some staff were observed to park on Cheswick Way. 

Cheswick Way 

• Parking on Cheswick Way occurred on both sides of the carriageway between its junction with 

Saxon Wood Road and Creynolds Lane, but generally did not extend over dropped kerbs to 

access private drives; 
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• Due to the staggered start/end times to the school day any spaces that became available were 

generally filled within the next five minute period.  

• Throughout both peaks, parking restricted traffic flow to one way shuttle working, although 

apart from school traffic, vehicle flows along Cheswick Way were low, so this did not cause 

considerable queueing or delay. It is noted that the current government advice to work from 

home, where possible, could explain why background traffic flows were low.  

Figure  3-4: AM Peak parking on Cheswick Way 

  

• Vehicles generally abided by the ‘School Keep Clear’ markings, with the exception of some pupils 

being dropped off/picked up at the last minute, and a secondary school coach in the school PM 

peak; 

• As the availability of parking on Cheswick Way/Foxland Close reduced, vehicles were observed 

to park within the marked bus stops, on double yellow lines and in close proximity to junctions 

with Foxland Close and Creynolds Lane; 

• Visibility of oncoming traffic from the dropped kerb/tactile paved crossing point was obstructed 

by parked vehicles;  

• Pupils were observed to cross between parked cars, and directly in front of the pedestrian access 

to the school; 

• Vehicle speeds were generally low due to the presence of parked vehicles. During both peak 

periods, vehicles travelling westbound on Cheswick Way were observed to slow down on 

approach to Foxland Close to see if parking spaces were available; and 

• Towards the end of each staggered drop-off/pick up period, some vehicles were observed to 

turn in private drives, complete 3-point turns in Cheswick Way, and turn around in the junction 

between Cheswick Way/Foxland Close.  

Foxland Close 
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• As the available parking spaces on Cheswick Way reduced, more vehicles were observed to 

parked on Foxland Close; and 

• Taxis were observed to park and wait on the double yellow lines close to the junction with 

Cheswick Way in both peak periods. 

Creynolds Lane 

• Traffic was observed to be operating under free-flow conditions. There was some queueing 

observed at the junction with A34 Stratford Road. Minimal queueing was observed at the 

junction between Creynolds Lane/Cheswick Way; and 

• No parking associated with the school occurred on Creynolds Lane. 

3.10 Pedestrian Infrastructure and Accessibility 

Infrastructure 

3.10.1 There is footway provision on Cheswick Way, with a 2m footway on either side of the carriageway. 

There is a small section of guard railing adjacent to the pedestrian site access to prevent pedestrians 

from encroaching onto the carriageway. Throughout Cheswick Green there are lit footways which 

provide access to surrounding residential areas.  

3.10.2 Along Creynolds Lane there is a footway on the northern side of the carriageway, which provides 

access to the school from residential areas to the north of the site. At the signalised junction with 

A34 Stratford Road, there is a toucan crossing on the eastern arm of the junction, with tactile paving 

and dropped kerbs. This provides access towards bus stops on the eastbound side of the 

carriageway and residential areas north of Stratford Road.  

Accessibility 

3.10.3 Guidelines provided by the Institution of Highways and Transportation (IHT) in their publication 

‘Guidelines for Providing for Journeys on Foot’ (2000) suggests that in terms of commuting, walking 

to school and recreational journeys; walk distances of up to 2,000m can be considered a preferred 

maximum with ‘desirable’ and ‘acceptable’ distances being 500 and 1,000m respectively. It should 

be noted that journeys of a longer length are often undertaken.  

3.10.4 Assuming a typical walking speed of approximately 1.4m/s, Table 3-1 summarises the walk journey 

times that fall under each category.  

Table  3-4: Walk Journey Distance and Time Thresholds 

IHT Standard Distance (m) Time (minutes) 

Desirable 500 6 

Acceptable  1,000 12 

Preferred Maximum 2,000 25 
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3.10.5 Walking isochrones showing the extent of the local area within a desirable, acceptable, and 

preferred maximum walking distance from Cheswick Green Primary School are provided in Figure  

3-6.   

3.10.6 Figure  3-6 shows that the majority of Cheswick Green is within 500m of Cheswick Green Primary 

School. Cheswick Place is within acceptable walking distance (1,000m) In addition, there are 

residential areas to the north of the site in Monkspath that are within preferred maximum walking 

distance (2,000m) of the site.  

3.10.7 A postcode plot of current pupils in Reception – Year 6 is provided in Figure  3-5. 

Figure  3-5: Cheswick Green Primary – Postcode Plot 

 

3.10.8 Based on the postcode data provided in Figure  3-5 for pupils in Reception – Year 6 (currently 214 

pupils on roll): 

• 95 pupils (44%) live within desirable walking distance of the school; 

• 154 pupils (72%) live within acceptable walking distance of the school; and 

• 161 pupils (75%) lived within preferred maximum walking distance of the school. 
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3.10.9 The hands-up survey conducted with pupils in December 2020 found that 57% of pupils currently 

walk/cycle to school. Based on the above pupil numbers and percentages, it is therefore likely that 

all pupils that live within desirable walking distance travel on foot/by bike, but a proportion of those 

living up to 1,000m away, within 6-12 minute walk (acceptable distance) travel by private car.  

3.10.10 As shown in Figure  3-6, the area within “acceptable” walking distance includes all of Cheswick 

Green and Cheswick Place.  Therefore, in the context of changing attitudes of flexible working 

patterns, the above postcode plot and mode share data, there are clear opportunities to increase 

the percentage of existing pupils walking, scooting, and cycling to Cheswick Green Primary, by 

between 10 – 20%. A 10% increase in non-car modes would reduce the number of vehicle trips 

currently generated by the school by up to 25 vehicles (equivalent to three to four families per class 

changing to non-car modes). It is considered that this is achievable through implementation of the 

School Travel Plan that has been prepared in Modeshift STARS.  

3.10.11 It must however be noted that the ability for parents/pupils to walk to school depends on personal 

circumstances of families such as a need to drop-off and pick-up children on the way to/from work. 

Therefore, walking what can be perceived to be long distances to/from the school, particularly with 

young children is not always practical.  
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Figure  3-6: Walking Isochrone 

 

Walking Route Audit 

3.10.12 The Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT) was developed as part of the Active Travel Wales Guidance 

to assess the condition and suitability of walking routes. It has been used to develop Local Cycling 

and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs) across the UK. It is therefore considered a suitable tool 

to assess the condition and suitability of walking routes to Cheswick Green Primary School. It 

assesses the following criteria: 

• Attractiveness (e.g. traffic noise, fear of crime); 

• Comfort (e.g. condition, footway width); 

• Directness (e.g. footway provision, location of crossings); 

• Safety (e.g. traffic volume and speed); and 

• Coherence (e.g. presence of dropped kerbs and tactile paving).  

3.10.13 The key walking routes to Cheswick Green Primary from surrounding residential areas and existing 

sustainable transport infrastructure are shown in Figure  3-7. These have been identified based on 

a review of the local highway network, walking accessibility, current pupil postcode data and the 
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location of committed developments within the vicinity of the site for which the expansion will 

provide capacity for. These routes have been assessed using the WRAT.  

Figure  3-7: Key Walking Routes 

 

3.10.14 The full assessment of each of the above routes is provided in Appendix D with a summary 

presented in Table 3-4. National guidance states that a score of 70% (i.e. a score of 28 out of a 

potential 40 points) should normally be regarded as a minimum level of provision overall. Routes 

which score less than this, and factors which are scored as zero should be used to identify where 

improvements are required. This scoring has been based on a site visit and desktop appraisal of 

routes.  

Table  3-5: WRAT Scoring Assessment 

Route WRAT Score Route improvement 
measures required? Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence Total 

Stratford Road/ 
Creynolds Lane/ 
Cheswick Way  

 

7 9 9 3 2 30 (75%) N/A 

Cheswick Way 8 9 12 5 2 37 (90% N/A 
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Route WRAT Score Route improvement 
measures required? Attractiveness Comfort Directness Safety Coherence Total 

Kingfisher Way/ 
Saxon Wood Road/ 
Cheswick Way 

7 9 12 5 2 36 (88%) N/A 

Foxland Close 7 10 12 5 2 36 (88%) N/A 

 

3.10.15 Table 3-4 shows that on all identified routes, at least minimum walking provision is in place, and on 

this basis, it is concluded that no further improvements are required in order for these routes to be 

suitable for pupils/parents to walk to/from Cheswick Green Primary School. 

3.11 Cycling  

Infrastructure 

3.11.1 As part of their Walking and Cycling Strategy (Emerging), SMBC have identified key routes for cycling 

including the Monkspath & Blythe Valley route which offers a direct connection to Solihull Town 

Centre, with a spur to Cheswick Green.  

3.11.2 SMBC have designated Creynolds Lane and Cheswick Way as quiet roads for cycling. Cheswick Way 

and Creynolds Lane form part of a wider cycle network with routes S6, L7 and L9 running through 

Cheswick Green. This facilitates connections to a range of nearby residential areas such as 

Monkspath, Illshaw Heath, Dickens Heath and Hollywood.  

3.11.3 The S6 cycle route provides a direct route from residential areas in Monkspath to Cheswick Way via 

Creynolds Lane. Additionally, a shared pedestrian and cycleway is located on the eastern side of 

Stratford Road on Hay Lane.  

Accessibility 

3.11.4 Figure 3-7 shows the cycling catchment at 2, 5 and 8km distances. This shows that the residential 

areas to the north of the school, towards Solihull Town Centre are within a 2km cycling distance. 

The majority of the catchment area is between 5km cycling distance. It is noted, however, that due 

to the age of the pupils, travel by bicycle over longer distances is more likely to be suitable for staff 

than pupils. 

3.11.5 The level of accessibility for pupils via cycling has the potential to be high, as when Figure 3-7 is 

compared to the pupil post code data (Figure 3-2), it suggests that the majority of pupils reside 

within less than 2km from the school – a suitable distance for pupils to cycle with their parents to 

school.  
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Figure  3-8: Cycling Isochrone 

 

3.12 Public Transport 

Bus 

3.12.1 The nearest bus stop is located on Cheswick Way, approximately 30m south east from the school 

entrance. Both of these bus stops have flag and pole provision with timetable information for 

passengers. It should be noted that only the eastbound bus stop is currently in operation.  

3.12.2 There are additional stops on Creynolds Lane and A34 Stratford Road, which provide additional bus 

services. These are approximately 350m and 1km from the site access, respectively. 
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Figure  3-9: Bus Stop Locations 

 

Table  3-6: Bus Service Summary 

Service Number Nearest Bus Stop 
Location 

Service Provider Route Peak Hour Frequency 

872 (School Service) Cheswick Way The Green Bus Monkspath / Cheswick 
Green / Sharmans Cross / 
Kings Heath  

One a day 

A5 Cheswick Way LandFlight The Saxon (Cheswick 
Green) / Three May Poles 
/ Shirley / Solihull Station 

One per hour  

A7/A8 Creynolds Lane LandFlight Solihull Station / Windley 
Road / Dorridge Rail 

Station / Fore Business 
Park / Himley Rise / 

Allotments  

Every 30 minutes   

 

3.12.3 Given the frequency of the A5 bus service, this is unlikely to be viable for pupil travel. The A7/A8 

bus service, which serves Blythe Valley Park, would be a viable route for pupils who live in Blythe 

Valley to use to travel to school – a journey time of approximately 6-7 minutes based on the latest 

printed timetable. 
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Rail  

3.12.4 The nearest railway station is Widney Manor, approximately is located 4.5km from the site and 

operates on the West Midlands Railway service. It provides connections to regional locations such 

as Kidderminster and Dorridge. The railway station has 28 cycle parking spaces. The station is 

approximately a 15-minute cycle 2 from Cheswick Green Primary School. This is therefore a viable 

travel option for staff based at the school. 

3.12.5 In addition, Whitlocks End Railway Station is approximately 5.4m to the east of the site and operates 

on the West Midland Trains service. It provides connections to Worcester Shrub Hill and Stratford-

upon-Avon via a one train per hour service.  

3.13 Highway Safety  

3.13.1 In order to determine whether there are any highway safety issues that may be exacerbated by the 

proposed expansion, Personal Injury Collisions (PIC) data for the most recent three-year period 

(01/03/2017 to 29/02/2020) has been obtained from Transport for West Midlands (TfWM). The full 

data set is included in Appendix E. 

3.13.2 There has been a total of seven collisions across the whole study area within a three-year period, 

all of the recorded collisions within the study area were classified as slight and no fatal collisions 

occurred within the study period Figure 3-6: 

 

 

 

 
2 2 2 A cycling speed of 4.4m/s has been taken from the SUSTRANS Information Sheet FF11 or ‘Cycle Friendly 
Employers’ Information Sheet’ and states that “a five mile journey can be comfortably cycled by an adult in 30 
minutes”. 
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Figure  3-10: Traffic Collision Data 

 

Table  3-7: Collision Data Summary  

Location  
Severity  Sensitive Road Users  

Slight  Serious  Fatal  Pedestrian  Cyclist  Motorcyclist  

Vicarage Road/Illshaw 
Heath Road/ Watery Lane 1 -  -  -  1 -  

Cheswick Way/Glenwood 
Drive  

1  -  - -  -  

Stratford Road/Creynolds 
Lane 

1 -  -  -  -  -  

Total  3 - -  - 1 -  

 

Vicarage Road/Illshaw Heath Road/Watery Lane 

3.13.3 Over the last three years, there was one collision reported at this junction, an average of less than 

one collision per annum.  

3.13.4 The only collision at this junction involved one sensitive road user who was in an accident with a 

vehicle on a Saturday. The causality for the collision was reported that the driver did not look 

properly.  
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Cheswick Way/Glenwood Drive 

3.13.5 Over the last three years, there was only one collision reported at this junction. There were no 

sensitive road users involved in this incident and it occurred outside of peak school hours. 

Stratford Road/Creynolds Lane 

3.13.6 Over the last three years, there was only one collision reported at this junction, no sensitive road 

users were involved in this accident and it occurred outside of peak school hours. In addition, the 

junction has recently been improved to permit all-movements, which mean that this collision 

record does not reflect the current form of the junction.  

Summary 

3.13.7 Based on the assessment presented above there has been a low frequency of collisions within the 

study area. periods. All collisions have been classified as slight, and these have not involved children 

of school age, nor occurred during school peak. In addition, none of the reported collisions have 

occurred in close proximity of the school.  

3.13.8 On this basis, it is not considered that there are any existing road safety issues within the vicinity of 

the site which could be exacerbated by the proposed development.  

3.14 Summary  

3.14.1 To summarise: 

• On-site observations found that there are some existing issues surrounding inappropriate 

parking on Cheswick Way at the start and end of the school day. Generally, parking associated 

with the school reduces Cheswick Way to one-way shuttle working, however this was not 

observed to generate considerable levels of queueing and delay for other traffic using Cheswick 

Way; 

• The school actively encourages parents/guardians to park considerately on Cheswick 

Way/Foxland Close;  

• The school has good accessibility to local bus services which provide direct access to surrounding 

areas with bus stops within 400m of the site access;  

• There are existing residential areas within a 2km walking and cycling distance that fall within the 

catchment area of the school, with suitable footway and crossing provision to facilitate trips to 

the school by these modes. It is considered there is potential to increase the percentage of 

existing pupils that walk/cycle/scoot to school through the School Travel Plan; 
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• The walking route audit has shown that the key walking routes within Cheswick Green score 

over 70% and therefore no improvements are required. On this basis it is concluded that all 

routes  could accommodate pupils walking/scooting to/from the school; 

• Residential development at Blythe Valley Park will see highway improvements implemented 

within the vicinity of the site, and has also funded a 30-minute frequency bus service between 

Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick Green. This improves accessibility to the site by public 

transport;  

• There are no existing road safety issues within the vicinity of the site which could be exacerbated 

by the proposed developments. 
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4 Development Proposals  

4.1 Overview  

4.1.1 It is proposed to expand the school by 1FE, taking the total capacity of the school (Reception – Year 

6) to 420 pupils. The capacity of the existing pre-school will remain at 30, and the existing nursery 

will be expanded in line with the school expansion. This will bring the total capacity of the site post-

expansion to 510 pupils.  

4.1.2 The school has advised that post-expansion there will be 65 members of staff at the site, increasing 

staffing levels by 21.  

Table  4-1: Existing and Proposed - Staff and Pupil Numbers 

 Pupils Staff 

Existing Proposed Existing Proposed 

Pre-School 30 30 

44 65 
Nursery 30 60 

Reception – Year 6 210 420 

Total 270 510 

 

4.1.3 To accommodate the additional pupils, the existing school building will be extended to provide 

additional classrooms and associated storage and facilities. The proposed site masterplan is 

included in Appendix A.  

4.1.4 SMBC have confirmed that these additional primary school places are required to accommodate 

demand generated by nearby housing developments at Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick Place.  

4.2 Access 

4.2.1 It is proposed to retain the existing vehicular and pedestrian access to the site from Cheswick Way. 

This will continue to form the servicing and emergency service vehicle access to the site.  

4.3 Parking Provision   

Quantum 

4.3.1 The school currently has 13 car parking spaces on-site, plus one disabled parking space. An online 

survey was undertaken with staff at the school. 32 members of staff responded, a response rate of 

73%. These results showed that pre March 2020, 75% of staff travelled by car. This equates to 

demand for 33 car parking spaces. It is understood that the 19 surplus vehicles (based on above 

mode share data) double-park within the site, or on Cheswick Way.  
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4.3.2 The SMBC parking standards are found within the “Vehicle Parking Standards and Green Travel 

Plans” (2006) supplementary planning document. Standards for primary schools dictate that a 

maximum of two spaces should be provided per classroom; plus whatever provision may be 

deemed necessary to ensure the operation of the approved Travel Plan. Post-expansion, the school 

will have 16 classrooms, which equates to a maximum provision of 32 car parking spaces. 

4.3.3 Post-expansion, it is proposed to provide 36 car parking on-site for use by staff, plus one disabled 

parking space. Of these 36 spaces, nine will be tandem parking spaces. This represents an additional 

22 spaces compared to current provision. This provision exceeds the standards set out by SMBC to 

ensure that parking generated by school staff does not occur on-street.  

4.3.4 Post-expansion, there will be 65 members of staff at the school. Based on the previous mode share 

data collected, this equates to parking demand for 49 vehicles. This will result in surplus demand 

for 12 vehicles, which is five less than that generated by the current site.  

4.3.5 Given the constrained nature of the site, there is no space for additional car parking without 

substantial loss of play/greenspace. Therefore it proposed to use the School Travel Plan to promote 

car sharing/uptake of sustainable modes amongst staff (further details given in following section). 

4.3.6 It is proposed to provide an area for cycle parking adjacent to the existing playground. There will 

be XX spaces available for staff and pupil use.  

Management Strategy 

4.3.7 In order to manage the on-site car parking, the school will implement a car park management 

strategy for staff and visitors. The principles of this strategy are detailed below.  

4.3.8 All staff who drive to work must register their car with the School and display a parking permit at 

all times. The school will then allocate the tandem parking spaces to staff, based on working hours. 

Staff must use these to their full potential/capacity. Any staff vehicle preventing access to a space 

will be asked to move by the School. The School will keep a record of numberplates and owners, 

this will help to ensure that: 

• staff park appropriately and in the designated areas; 

• the nine tandem parking spaces are managed effectively so that staff ‘blocking in’ others will 

be able to be contacted quickly and efficiently; and 

• the school can quickly contact the driver/owner of a vehicle in an emergency.   

4.3.9 All visitors wishing to park on-site must pre-book a parking space with the School prior to arrival. 

The school will cone off these spaces for specific visitors at the start of the school day. This will help 

to ensure that: 
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• On-site parking spaces are used efficiently; 

• Visitors parking appropriate and in designated areas; and 

• The school can quickly contact the driver/owner of a vehicle in an emergency.  

4.3.10 Through the School Travel Plan, staff and visitors will be encouraged to travel to school sustainably, 

through the following measures, where possible, to reduce demand for on-site car parking: 

• Provision of cycle maintenance session for staff (and pupils); 

• Installation of cycle parking that can be used by staff and visitors; 

• Participation in cycle purchase scheme for staff; 

• Promotion of opportunities for car sharing to staff and visitors; and 

• Promotion of local bus services available within the vicinity of the site to staff and visitors. 
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5 Travel Demand and Impact  

5.1 Overview 

5.1.1 This section seeks to assess the travel demand generated by the proposed development and 

consider the likely impact of this on the local highway network.  

5.2 Committed Developments - Pupil Draw and Build-Out 

5.2.1 It is understood that these additional primary school places are required to accommodate demand 

generated by nearby housing developments at Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick Place.  The number 

of dwellings, by ownership, at each of these sites are set out in Table  5-1.  

Table  5-1: Committed Development - Housing Numbers  

 Blythe Valley Park Cheswick Place Total 

% of affordable housing 
approved 

25% 40% - 

Affordable Dwellings 188  100 288 

Privately-Owned Dwellings 562 150 712 

Total Dwellings 750 250 1,000 

 

5.2.2 As shown in Table  5-2, the SMBC School Place Planning team have provided the following estimates 

of pupil yield and take-up of places at Cheswick Green Primary, based on the following assumptions: 

• Pupil yields calculate on 28 primary pupils per 100 houses (Reception – Year 6); 

• Early Years pupils have been excluded as this is non-statutory and subject to wider market 

patterns of delivery; and 

• 70% catchment area trend applied based on current school trend in Cheswick Green.  

Table  5-2: Committed Development – Pupil Yield and Place Take-Up  

 Blythe Valley Park Cheswick Place Total 

Pupil Yield Affordable Dwellings 53 28 81 

Privately-Owned 
Dwellings 

157 42 199 

Total Pupils 210 70 280 

School Place Take-Up Affordable Dwellings 37 20 57 

Privately-Owned 
Dwellings 

110 29 139 

Total Pupils 147 49 196 
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5.2.3 This shows that of the additional 210 school places proposed from this expansion, 147 pupils will 

be drawn from Blythe Valley Park, and 49 from Cheswick Place – a total of 196 pupils (93% of 

additional primary school places, excluding Early Years provision).  

5.2.4 Assuming equal distribution of housing completion and even pupil distribution between the two 

development sites, Table  5-3 sets out the assumed pupil yield by school year.  

Table  5-3: Committed Development - Pupil Intake by School Year 

School Year Blythe Valley Park Cheswick Place Total Pupils Intake at Reception 

2022/23 21 7 28 4 

2023/24 42 14 56 8 

2024/25 63 21 84 12 

2025/26 84 28 112 16 

2026/27 105 35 140 20 

2027/28 126 42 168 24 

2028/29 147 49 196 28 

 

5.3 Travel Demand – Pupils 

Existing Mode Share 

5.3.1 Table 5-4 provides a summary of the existing multi-modal pupil trip generation for the school. It is 

understood from the school that it is currently operating at capacity (1FE). This has been presented 

for both the school AM and PM peak periods, as the nursery and pre-school children depart at 12:00 

and 12:30, respectively.  

Table  5-4: Existing Pupil Travel Demand 

Mode Mode Share  
(Hands-Up, December 2020) 

School AM Peak - Existing 
Capacity (1FE) 

School PM Peak - Existing 
Capacity (1FE) 

Walk 45.7% 123 96 

Cycle/Scoot 11.5% 31 24 

Park & Stride 2.4% 6 5 

Car Share 0.5% 1 1 

Car 39.9% 108 84 

Total (pupil trips) - 270 210 

Total (vehicles) - 115 89 

 

5.3.2 Assuming that in vehicles that car share there is an average of two pupils, Table 5-4 shows that 

Cheswick Green Primary School currently generates 115 vehicles on the local highway network 

during the AM peak and 89 vehicles during the PM peak. This equates to 230 two-way vehicle trips 

in the AM peak and 178 two-way vehicle trips in the PM peak.  
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5.3.3 Assuming that the mode share remains the same post-expansion, Table  5-5 sets out the forecast 

pupil and vehicle trip generation for each school peak. Assuming that in vehicles that car share 

there is an average of two pupils, Table 5-5 shows that the expansion of Cheswick Green Primary 

School could generate an additional 102 vehicles on the local highway network during the AM peak 

and 89 vehicles during the PM peak.  

Table  5-5: Proposed Pupil Travel Demand (Existing Mode Share) 

Mode Mode Share  
(Hands-Up, December 
2020) 

School AM Peak School PM Peak 

Existing 
Capacity 
(1FE) 

Proposed 
Capacity 
(2FE) 

Additional 
Pupil Trips 

Existing 
Capacity 
(1FE) 

Proposed 
Capacity 
(2FE) 

Additional 
Pupil 
Trips 

Walk 45.7% 123 233 110 96 192 96 

Cycle/Scoot 11.5% 31 59 28 24 48 24 

Park & Stride 2.4% 6 12 6 5 10 5 

Car Share 0.5% 1 2 1 1 2 1 

Car 39.9% 108 204 96 84 168 84 

Total (pupil trips) - 270 510 240 210 420 210 

Total (vehicles) - 115 217 102 89 179 89 

 

5.3.4 The school has advised that they currently have 165 families at the school, this means that a high 

proportion of pupils at the school have siblings and will therefore travel in one vehicle. As shown in 

Table 5-4, only 0.5% of pupils stated they car share. In reality, based on the known number of 

siblings at the school the proportion of pupil’s car sharing will be higher that the hands up survey 

suggests. The disconnect between the two results is likely to be due to the age of the pupils and a 

misunderstanding of the question being asked. As such it is wholly reasonable to assume that the 

number of vehicle trips both existing and proposed will be lower than that presented in this report, 

albeit it is acknowledged that not all families with siblings will travel by car and therefore this cannot 

be quantified. 

5.3.5 The school operates the following before/after school provision: 

• Breakfast club (from 07:30) and an after school club (until 18:00), called Cheswick Chimps,  

approximately 30 - 40 pupils attend each day (Monday to Friday); 

• After School Sports Clubs (15:30 – 16:30), approximately 15 – 20 children at each session 

(Monday to Thursday); and 

• Before School Club (08:00 – 08:45), approximately 10-15 children at each session (two days a 

week).  

5.3.6 Attendance at these activities will reduce the number of vehicles associated with peak school drop-

off/pick-up periods, as shown in Table 5-6. Therefore, in order to present a worst-case assessment 

of vehicle trip generation during peak periods, attendance of only 30 pupils at Cheswick Chimps 
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(14% of primary school age children) has been considered, as the other clubs do not run on every 

day of the week. It is assumed that attendance at Cheswick Chimps will operate at the same 

percentage of primary school pupil’s post-expansion. 

Table  5-6: Existing and Proposed Pupil Travel Demand (accounting for before/after school wrap around care and 
clubs) 

Mode Mode Share  
(Hands-Up, December 
2020) 

School AM Peak School PM Peak 

Existing 
Capacity 
(1FE) 

Proposed 
Capacity 
(2FE) 

Additional 
Pupil Trips 

Existing 
Capacity 
(1FE) 

Proposed 
Capacity 
(2FE) 

Additional 
Pupil 
Trips 

Walk 45.7% 110 206 96 82 164 82 

Cycle/Scoot 11.5% 28 52 24 21 42 21 

Park & Stride 2.4% 6 11 5 4 9 4 

Car Share 0.5% 1 2 1 1 2 1 

Car 39.9% 96 180 84 72 144 72 

Total (pupil trips) - 240 450 210 180 360 180 

Total (vehicles) - 102 191 89 77 153 77 

 

5.3.7 Table  5-6 shows that the expansion of Cheswick Green Primary, based on existing mode share data, 

could generate an additional 89 vehicles in the school AM peak and 77 vehicles in the school PM 

peak.   

Future Mode Share – Sensitivity Test 

5.3.8 It is recognised that the mode share of future pupils may not mirror that of existing due to the 

increase in the number of pupils originating from outside of Cheswick Green.  As shown in Section 

5.2, 147 pupils will be drawn from Blythe Valley Park, and 49 from Cheswick Place – a total of 196 

pupils (93% of additional primary school places, excluding Early Years provision). Therefore, a 

sensitivity test has been included in this assessment to account for this. It assumes the mode share 

of existing pupils at the school remains as per that set out above. 

5.3.9 Section 3 of this report demonstrated that all of Cheswick Place is within 1,000m of the school – an 

acceptable walking distance to school based on IHT guidance. Therefore, for the purposes of this 

assessment these pupils have assumed to have the same mode share as existing pupils at Cheswick 

Green Primary School, as shown in Table  5-7. It is assumed that the same percentage of pupils 

attend before/after school care provision (14%) as per existing pupils (7 pupils). Through the 

mitigation measures outlined in this report, and the School Travel Plan, these 49 pupils will be 

strongly encouraged to walk/cycle to school. 
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Table  5-7: Existing and Proposed Pupil Travel Demand (Sensitivity Test) – Cheswick Place 

Mode Mode Share Cheswick Place Pupils 

School AM Peak School PM Peak 

Walk 45.7% 19 19 

Cycle/Scoot 11.5% 5 5 

Bus 0.0% 0 0 

Park & Stride 2.4% 1 1 

Car Share 0.5% 0 0 

Car 39.9% 17 17 

Total (pupil trips) 100% 42 42 

Total (vehicles) - 18 18 

 

5.3.10 The Transport Assessment submitted for Blythe Valley Park stated that 85% of primary school trips 

would travel to, or from, Cheswick Green Primary School, and would use public rights of way to 

connect to Illshaw Heath Road, which along with trips to the doctor’s surgery in Cheswick Green 

and St Patrick’s Church of England School (7.5% of primary school trips), could generate 97 two-

way trips by foot and 7 two-way trips by cycle each day (paragraph 4.7.16).  

5.3.11 For the 147 pupils travelling to the school from Blythe Valley, it is recognised that due to the age of 

pupils and distances included, walking and cycling will not be viable based on current infrastructure 

provision. In addition, based on the current timetable, the current bus service between Cheswick 

Green and Blythe Valley Park would not be a viable route for pupils to travel to school. Therefore, 

it is proposed to provide a dedicated escorted bus service for pupils from Blythe Valley Park to the 

school, post-expansion. Further details of this mitigation measure are provided in Section 6 of this 

report.  

5.3.12 SMBC Children’s Services have advised that in 2016/17 the SMBC ran a dedicated bus service, with 

a guide, from Millisons Wood estate to Balsall Common for primary school pupils. Of the 37 pupils 

that lived on Millisons Wood estate, 20 used the bus service (54%).  

5.3.13 This patronage data has been used in this assessment – it is assumed that 54% of pupils drawn from 

Blythe Valley Park will utilise the school bus service. This school bus will be run by the local authority 

with a guide. Further details are provided in Chapter 6 of this report. It is assumed that the 

remainder of pupils will be split between car and car share, based on the mode share data for 

existing pupils at Cheswick Green Primary (98.8% car, 1.2% car share).  

5.3.14 The travel demand for these pupils is set out in Table  5-8 . It is assumed that the same percentage 

of pupils attend before/after school care provision (14%) as per existing pupils (21 pupils). 
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Table  5-8: Existing and Proposed Pupil Travel Demand (Sensitivity Test) – Blythe Valley Park 

Mode Mode Share Blythe Valley Park Pupils 

School AM Peak School PM Peak 

Walk 0% 0 0 

Cycle/Scoot 0% 0 0 

Bus 54.0% 68 68 

Park & Stride 0% 0 0 

Car Share 0.5% 1 1 

Car 45.5% 57 57 

Total (pupil trips) 100% 126 126 

Total (vehicles) - 58 58 

 

5.3.15 For the remaining primary aged pupils that are drawn from outside of Cheswick Place and Blythe 

Valley (4 pupils), and additional pupils attending Early Years provision (30 pupils), it is likely that 

these will be drawn from a similar catchment area to that of current pupils. Therefore, the existing 

mode share has been used for these 75 pupils. It is assumed that the same percentage of school-

age pupils attend before/after school care provision (14%) as per existing pupils (2 pupils). 

5.3.16 A summary of the total travel demand for the sensitivity scenario is set out in Table  5-9.  

Table  5-9: Existing and Proposed Pupil Travel Demand (Sensitivity Test) - Total 

Mode Existing  Proposed Additional 

School AM 
Peak 

School PM 
Peak 

School AM 
Peak 

School PM 
Peak 

School AM 
Peak 

School PM 
Peak 

Walk 110 82 148 107 38 25 

Cycle/Scoot 28 21 37 27 10 6 

Bus 0 0 68 68 68 68 

Park & Stride 6 4 8 6 2 1 

Car Share 1 1 2 2 1 1 

Car 96 72 187 151 91 79 

Total (pupil 
trips) 

240 180 450 360 210 180 

Total (vehicles) 102 77 195 157 93 81 

 

5.3.17 This sensitivity test shows that the expansion could generate an additional 93 vehicles in the school 

AM peak and 81 vehicles in the school PM peak. This equates to 186 two-way trips in the school 

AM peak and 164 two-way trips in the school PM peak. 

5.3.18  It should be noted that this does not account for car sharing between siblings, which based on the 

known number of siblings at the school the proportion of pupil’s car sharing will be higher that the 

hands up survey suggests. As such it is wholly reasonable to assume that the number of vehicle trips 

both existing and proposed will be lower than that presented in this report, albeit it is 
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acknowledged that not all families with siblings will travel by car and therefore this cannot be 

quantified. On this basis, it is considered that this presents a robust, worst-case assessment.  

5.3.19 In interpreting the above results, consideration should be given as to how key environmental and 

societal factors are affecting travel patterns, as follows: 

• The long term effect of COVID-19 on home working; 

• SMBC’s ambition to achieve net zero carbon emissions for the borough by 20413 . 

5.3.20 As summarised in Section 3, a survey conducted with parents shown that for the majority of families 

the COVID-19 pandemic has not altered how they travel, but that for some home-working has 

allowed them to walk with their child to school. It is likely that attitudes to flexible working hours, 

and home-working have changed as a result of the pandemic, which could result in increased 

uptake of sustainable modes to travel to/from school in the future.  

5.3.21 The Net Zero Solihull Green Paper outlines that two of the key transport interventions are to 

encourage those living and working in Solihull to travel shorter distances, and drive less. The 

implementation of measures to support these interventions are likely to reduce dependence on 

private vehicles for all journeys, including those to school.  

5.4 Vehicle Impact  

Site Access 

5.4.1 The development will increase the volume of traffic within the vicinity of the site access, however, 

access to the site will continue to be restricted to staff, visitors and disabled pupils only. It is 

anticipated that staff arrivals and departures would be outside of the drop-off and pick-up times 

for pupils. Therefore, any impact is likely to be negligible. 

Local Highway Capacity 

5.4.2 Based on the school start and end times, it is considered that the greatest impact (in traffic terms) 

of the development will be during the network AM peak period (08:00 to 09:00), and prior to the 

network PM peak period (15:00 to 16:00).  

5.4.3 Based on the sensitivity test, the school expansion could generate up to 186 two-way trips in the 

school AM peak and 164 two-way trips in the school PM peak. 

 
3 https://netzerosolihull.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/NetZero-Solihull-Green-Paper-1.pdf 
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5.4.4 Table NTS0502 of the National Travel Survey (NTS), sets out information collected regarding the 

trip start time by trip purpose for trips occurring before an “escort education” trips (2010 – 2019). 

Escort trips are defined as: 

“used when the traveller has no purpose of his or her own, other than to escort or accompany 

another person; for example, taking a child to school…Note, that the purpose of a trip for a small 

child accompanying older children to school would be escort education” 

5.4.5 Given the age of the pupils, all vehicle trips generated by the development will be escort education 

trips. Table  5-10 sets out the destinations of trips that occur after an escort education trip and the 

origins of trips that occur before an escort education trip in both the school AM (08:00 – 09:00) and 

school PM (15:00 – 16:00) peak.  

Table  5-10: Origin/Destination of trips that occur before/after an escort education trip 

 Destination of trip after escort education 
trips 

Origin of trip before escort education 

School AM Peak 
(08:00 – 09:00) 

School PM Peak 
(15:00 – 16:00) 

School AM Peak 
(08:00 – 09:00) 

School PM Peak 
(15:00 – 16:00) 

Place of Work 19% 0% 0% 8% 

Education 5% 0% 0% 4% 

Another escort education 
trip 

5% 2% 3% 4% 

Shopping 4% 2% 0% 2% 

Other escort 4% 4% 1% 1% 

Personal business 3% 1% 0% 0% 

Visit friends 2% 3% 1% 3% 

Other leisure 2% 1% 0% 0% 

Home 57% 86% 94% 79% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

 

5.4.6 To determine the impact of the development on the local highway network during the school peak 

periods, the additional trips generation by the expansion have been distributed onto the network 

based on the information contained in Table  5-10, and the below assumptions: 

• Trip Origin/Destination Assumptions: 

− All origins/destinations other than home and work are assumed to be north of the site based 

on a high level review of the location of local facilities in relation to the school; 

− Distribution of trips to/from work has been derived based on 2011 Census journey to work 

data for the Middle Super Output Area (MSOA) the site is within, E02002109 Solihull 029, 

assigned to the wider highway network based on GIS routing software for an average 

Wednesday at 08:30; and 
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− Based on a high level review of mode share data, walking accessibility and pupil postcode 

data provided by SMBC, it is assumed that 66% of vehicle trips to homes outside of Blythe 

Valley Park and Cheswick Place are to locations north of the site, and that 34% of vehicle trips 

are to homes within Cheswick Green.  

• Routing Assumptions: 

− Trips to/from Blythe Valley Park have been split 25%:75% between Illshaw Heath Road and 

A34 Stratford Road, based on the difference in trip length for each route; 

− Trips to/from Cheswick Place all route via Coppice Way and Cheswick Way; 

− For trips using routes to the south e.g. Illshaw Heath Road, 50% of trips route via Cheswick 

Way, and 50% of trips route via Creynolds Lane. 

5.4.7 On this basis, the number of additional vehicle trips through adjacent junctions is set out in Table  

5-11. Full calculations are set out in Appendix F. This represents a worst case assessment as it does 

not account for the impact of implementing a Park and Stride on trip distribution and assignment, 

which could encourage a greater proportion of Blythe Valley pupils to route via Illshaw Heath Road. 

Table  5-11: Number of two-way trips through adjacent junctions 

Junction School AM Peak (08:00 – 09:00) School PM Peak (15:00 – 16:00) 

Arrivals Departures Total Arrivals Departures Total 

A34 Stratford 
Road / Creynolds 
Lane 

30 52 82 30 26 56 

Cheswick Way / 
Creynolds Lane 
(N) 

50 65 115 47 45 92 

Cheswick Way / 
Creynolds Lane (S) 

41 26 67 35 37 72 

Illshaw Heath 
Road / Watery 
Lane 

41 26 67 35 37 72 

 

5.4.8 Table  5-11 shows that the greatest impact is forecast in the school AM peak. Due to the nature of 

drop-offs and pick-ups, any impact caused by the additional trips will be spread across a 45-minute 

period following implementation of the staggered start/end times. This would only coincide with 

the network peaks during the morning drop-off period.   

5.4.9 Not all of the trips in Table  5-11 will be “new” trips to the network as a result of the expansion, as 

follows: 

• As set out in Table  5-10, between 6 – 43% of trips in each peak are linked trips, to/from 

destinations other than home. Depending on the origin and final destination of these trips, a 

proportion of these will already be present on the local highway network;  
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• As part of the planning applications for both Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick Place, the 

accompanying Transport Assessments calculated vehicle trip rates using the TRICs database for 

each of the network peak periods. For residential sites, TRICs calculates trip rates based on a 

database on surveys undertaken at residential sites across the UK, which can be filtered based 

on a number of parameters. This therefore accounts that some of the trips in the AM network 

peak periods will be undertaken for education purposes. 

• Within each of the Transport Assessments, the development trips have been distributed and 

assigned to the network based on journey to work data from the 2011 Census. Therefore, whilst 

neither of these development sites specifically distributed trips to Cheswick Green Primary 

School, the escort education trips will be accounted for within the trip rate extracted from TRICs. 

Both of these sites subsequently undertook an assessment of the local highway network and 

identified requirements for off-site mitigation. Therefore the majority of these additional trips 

set out in Table  5-11 will have already been accounted for within the assessment of the local 

network for each of these sites.  

5.4.10 Based on the above, it is considered that no further assessment of junction capacity is deemed to 

be necessary.  

On Street Parking 

5.4.11 Due to the age of pupils at Cheswick Green Primary School, most parents will require somewhere 

to park so that they can accompany children to the school gates. Therefore, the increase in vehicle 

trips is also likely to increase the demand for on-street parking in the vicinity of the school. Due to 

the nature of drop-offs and pick-ups, any impact caused by the additional parking will be limited to 

at most a 30-minute period within the vicinity of the school.  

5.4.12 In order to forecast the likely impact of the expansion, a parking beat survey was undertaken by 

Streetwise Services Ltd for areas within approximately a 5-minute walk of the school access. The 

parking beat survey was undertaken on Thursday 26th November 2020 between 08:00 and 09:30 

and 14:00 and 16:00. The full outputs of the survey are provided in Appendix C. 

5.4.13 It is recognised that this was undertaken during the COVID-19 pandemic when the school was 

operating staggered start/end times as follows: 

• 08:30 – 15:00 – Nursery and Reception; 

• 08:40 – 15:10 – Year 1 and Year 2; 

• 08:50 – 15:20 – Year 3 and 4; and 

• 09:00 – 15:40 – Year 5 and 6.  

5.4.14 In addition, the school advised that at the time of undertaking the survey there were no pupils off-

school self-isolating. Due to the staggered start/end times it should be noted that the survey will 
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likely demonstrate that parking will occur in a more localised area for a longer time period, 

compared to pre-COVID.  This should be considered when interpreting the below results.  

5.4.15 As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the parking beat survey has been used to determine the 

capacity of the local highway network prior to arrival of school-related traffic. It is likely that due to 

COVID-19 pandemic there would have an increased incidence of residential parking, and therefore 

that this presents a robust assessment of parking capacity.  

Survey Results 

5.4.16 The results show that car parking associated with Cheswick Green Primary School is concentrated 

on Cheswick Way between its junctions with Badger Close and Creynolds Lane, and on Foxland 

Close north of its junction with Briarwood Close during both peak periods. The data showing the 

locations of parked vehicles shows there were a few instances of cars parking across dropped kerbs, 

on double yellow lines, in the bus stop (westbound) and on the school keep clear markings. These 

general observations were consistent with the site observations made on site by PJA. 

5.4.17 Across the whole study area (5-minute walk from site access), the local highway network has 

capacity for 592 parked vehicles. This takes into account parking restrictions, presence of dropped 

kerbs and the available width of the highway for accommodated vehicles parked on both sides of 

the carriageway. Prior to the start of both school peak periods, a maximum of 127 vehicles were 

parked within the study area, with residual capacity for 399 vehicles. This could suitably 

accommodate the forecast demand for Cheswick Green Primary School operating at 2FE (maximum 

demand forecast of 195 vehicles, sensitivity vehicles). This does not account for the impact of 

implementing staggered start/end times, which would considerably reduce maximum parking 

demand post-expansion. 

5.4.18 It is acknowledged that the majority of parents/guardians will want to park in the most convenient 

location, within close proximity to the school access. On the roads closest to the school access 

(Cheswick Way, Saxon Wood Road, Boscobel Road, Badger Close and Foxland Close) there is 

capacity for 323 vehicles. All of these areas are within a five minute walk of the site access. Prior to 

the start of each peak, the following number of vehicles were parked: 

• Prior to AM Peak (08:10 – 08:20) – 54 vehicles; and 

• Prior to PM Peak (14:40 – 14:50) – 71 vehicles.  

5.4.19 Taking into consideration the above, there would be residual capacity for 269 vehicles in the AM 

peak and 252 vehicles in the PM peak. This could accommodate the forecast demand for Cheswick 

Green Primary School operating at 2FE based on the Sensitivity Scenario travel demand (195 

vehicles in the AM peak and 157 vehicles in the PM peak). This demand for parking would only be 
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generated over a relatively short time period (assuming current staggered timings are continued 

this could be up to a maximum of 30-40 minutes in each peak).   

Summary  

5.4.20 The survey results reflect the parking that is currently observed in close proximity to the access on 

Cheswick Way. The results have demonstrated that there is considerable spare capacity for on-

street parking further from the school in the surrounding area if parents are willing to park slightly 

further from the school. This should be strongly encouraged by the school. 

5.4.21 On balance, whilst the proposals will increase parking pressures on Cheswick Way directly in front 

of the school, it is considered that there is enough on-street parking available in the wider area to 

accommodate the extra demand. It will however be essential that parents are encouraged to park 

further from the school (if necessary) on Cheswick Way, Saxon Wood Road, Boscobel Road, Badger 

Close and Foxland Close, and discouraged from parking inappropriately. 

5.5 Pedestrian/Cyclist Impact 

5.5.1 Given the catchment of the school and distances to the school, it is likely that the majority of 

pedestrian/cyclist demand will be generated by pupils living in Cheswick Green, Cheswick Place or 

in Monkspath. Based on the sensitivity test, the expansion will generate an additional 48 

pedestrian/cyclist trips in the AM peak and 31 trips in the PM peak.  

5.5.2 Throughout Cheswick Green there are lit footways, with dropped kerbs/tactile paving crossing 

points at regular intervals. Towards Monkspath, north of A34 Stratford Road, there is a footway on 

the western side of Creynolds Lane and signalised crossing facilities at the Creynolds Lane/A34 

Stratford Road junction. A shared footway/cycleway provides access from A34 Stratford Road onto 

Hay Lane. A WRAT assessment of the key walking routes to the school has demonstrated that these 

have suitable provision to accommodate walking/cycling trips to/from Cheswick Green Primary 

School. 

5.5.3 It is therefore considered that the existing infrastructure is suitable to accommodate the forecast 

increase in pedestrians and cyclists.  

5.6 Public Transport Impact 

5.6.1 Currently, no pupils travel to the site using public transport. Given that the expansion will provide 

primary school capacity for pupils originating from the Blythe Valley Park residential development, 

and the distances to Cheswick Green Primary from the development site, it is proposed to provide 

a dedicated school bus for pupils living in Blythe Valley.  
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5.6.2 A Section 106 contribution has been agreed between the developers of Blythe Valley Park and 

SMBC to pump-prime the A7/A8 bus service for up to six years, after which the service is forecast 

to become commercially viable. Ongoing discussions are in place between SMBC and TfWM to 

ascertain how these will be used. It is understood that based on current discussions, it is proposed 

for TfWM to alter the times of public bus to fit with the school start/end times, and to provide a 30-

minute frequency service.  Further details are provided in the following section of this report. 

5.7 Summary  

5.7.1 This section of the report has demonstrated that the proposed expansion of the school will lead to 

an increased demand for drop-off, pick-up, on-street parking, and pedestrian activity outside the 

site. It is considered that the potential impact of this demand can be reduced and managed by the 

implementation of a comprehensive package of mitigation measures which are detailed in the 

following section.  
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6 Mitigation Measures 

6.1 Overview 

6.1.1 Based on on-site observations and consideration of the expansion proposals, this section outlines 

the measures we consider are required to facilitate a 1FE expansion at Cheswick Green Primary and 

mitigate the impact of the expansion to ensure that it does not have a severe impact on highway 

safety or capacity. 

6.1.2 The school are fully supportive of the measures outlined within this report and are committed to 

work with SMBC to deliver these, as the school expands to 2FE. A letter of support is provided in 

Appendix G.   

6.2 School Travel Plan 

6.2.1 In December 2020, the school worked in liaison with SMBC to prepare a School Travel Plan in 

Modeshift STARS. The focus of this Travel Plan is to encourage those who are able to walk/cycle to 

do so on a regular basis, and contains a number of measures through which this will be achieved.  

6.2.2 This School Travel Plan is now in place at the school, and will continue to be followed and updated 

post-expansion. Recommended travel initiatives (with Modeshift STARS code) for inclusion post-

expansion are as follows: 

• Pupils: 

− W12/C2: Scooter/cycle storage installed; 

− C1: Dr Bike/cycle maintenance sessions;  

− R1: Cycle training for pupils (e.g. Bikeability); 

− R9: Road Safety assembly/presentation; 

− AQ4: Park and walk/stride scheme; 

− AQ7: Parent Parking campaign; 

− AQ8: Parking pledge scheme; and 

− PT2: School promotes public transport. 

• Staff/Visitors: 

− C2: Cycle storage installed; 

− C1: Dr Bike/cycle maintenance sessions;  

− C12: Bicycle security marking;  

− C11: Cycle purchase scheme for staff; 

− R8: Cycle training for staff and/or parents; 
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− AQ1: School promotes car sharing; and 

− PT2: School promotes public transport. 

6.3 Implementation of staggered start/end times 

6.3.1 Currently, due to the COVID-19 pandemic the school is operating staggered start and end times for 

all pupils. In order to reduce the concentration of parking demand within the vicinity of the school, 

it is recommended that this is continued to be implemented by the school post COVID-19, in two 

groups, rather than the current four.  

6.3.2 It is recommended that the start/end times for pupils in Reception to Year 6, are staggered by Key 

Stage, as follows: 

• Stagger 1: Reception – Year 2 (plus Early Year provision) - 08:30 – 15:10; and 

• Stagger 2: Year 3 to Year 6 – 08:50 – 15:30.  

6.3.3 Based on available mode share data there is currently parking demand for 102 vehicles in the AM 

peak and 77 vehicles in the PM Peak. Assuming the mode share, draw from committed 

developments and take-up of before/after school provision is consistent across all year groups, 

following implementation of the above arrangements the parking demand would be as follows: 

• Stagger 1 – 106 vehicles in the AM Peak, 66 vehicles in the PM peak; 

• Stagger 2 – 90 vehicles in each peak. 

6.3.4 Assuming that pupils arrive in the 15 minute period before school starts, and parents/guardians 

depart in the 10 minute afterwards, there would be no overlap between these periods. On this 

basis, the demand for parking within the vicinity of the school would not considerably exceed that 

currently experienced at the school. An indication of the parking accumulation for the AM peak is 

provided in Table  6-1. It should be noted that this does not account for parents using the Park and 

Stride provision, which would reduce the demand presented in Table  6-1.  

Table  6-1: Staggered Start/End Times - Parking Accumulation – AM Peak 

Time Trip Profile Parking Demand 

% Arrivals % Departures Arrivals Departures Accumulation 

08:15 33%  35  35 

08:20 33%  35  70 

08:25 33%  35  106 

08:30 STAGGER 1 – START 106 

08:35 33% 50% 30 53 83 

08:40 33% 50% 30 53 60 

08:45 33%  30  90 

08:50 STAGGER 2  – START 90 

08:55  50%  45 45 
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Time Trip Profile Parking Demand 

% Arrivals % Departures Arrivals Departures Accumulation 

09:00  50%  45 0 

 

6.3.5 Existing families at the school were asked if they would be open to the use of staggered start/end 

times through an online survey. A summary of responses to this question are provided in Figure 6-

1.  

Figure  6-1: Summary of responses to “Would you be open to the continued use of staggered start/end times 

for pupils once Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted?”

 

6.3.6 The responses to this question indicate that parents/guardians would generally be open to 

continued use of staggered start/end times (approximately 74%).  

6.3.7 The school has advised they currently have 165 families at the school, which means that a high 

proportion of pupils at the school have siblings. As siblings may span different start/end times, the 

school would be required to provide wrap around care for these pupils to ensure that each family 

only generates one-trip. 

6.4 Implementation of dedicated school bus to Blythe Valley Park 

6.4.1 As mentioned in Chapter 5, it is proposed to implement a dedicated school bus between Cheswick 

Green Primary and Blythe Valley Place. The bus would be commissioned and funded by the local 

authority (SMBC) and have a guide.  

6.4.2 The size of this bus would increase as the development is built-out and the school expands on a 

yearly basis. The route and pick-up location(s) would be confirmed between Education Transport 

and bus provider once the expansion comes forward. 
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6.4.3 The school bus would arrive prior to 08:30 and depart after 15:30, to cater for pupils in different 

year groups. The school would be required to provide wrap around care for pupils before/after the 

staggered start/end times until the bus arrives/departs. 

6.4.4 The use of the School Bus would be strongly promoted to pupils residing in Blythe Valley Park 

through the School Travel Plan. This could also be promoted through the Travel Plan that will be 

implemented at Blythe Valley Park, as part of the marketing and communication strategy (for 

example, within the Welcome Packs sent to each household upon occupation).  

6.5 Increasing the frequency of A7/A8 bus service 

6.5.1 A Section 106 contribution has been agreed between the developers of Blythe Valley Park and 

SMBC to pump-prime the A7/A8 bus service for up to six years, after which the service is forecast 

to become commercially viable. Ongoing discussions are in place between SMBC and TfWM to 

ascertain how these will be used. It is understood that based on current discussions, it is proposed 

for TfWM to alter the times of public bus to fit with the school start/end times, and to provide a 30-

minute frequency service.  This increase in frequency would allow the bus times to cater for pupils 

in both stagger timings.  

6.5.2 This would be in addition to the dedicated school bus service, providing parents, staff, and visitors 

another sustainable option to travel between the school and Solihull Railway Station, Knowle, 

Dorridge, Blythe Valley, and areas south of Solihull Town Centre.  

6.5.3 The timetabled journey time between Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick Green is approximately 6-7 

minutes, so would be particularly beneficial for these residents. It could also be used by parents 

residing in Cheswick Place and Cheswick Green for onwards journeys to work in Solihull and Blythe 

Valley Park, and onward rail connections to regional destination from Solihull Railway Station.  

6.6 Park and Stride   

6.6.1 It is recommended that provision of an off-site ‘Park and Stride’ opportunity could reduce 

congestion outside the school during pick-up and drop-off periods. Park and Stride involves parents 

parking at a designated location away from the school and members of staff walking the 

children, in a walking bus, to the school. Due to its location, it is likely that this facility would 

predominantly be used by pupils living in Blythe Valley Park (up to 57 vehicles), as it would offer a 

quieter location to drop-off/pick-up pupils.  

6.6.2 One potential site for a ‘Park and Stride’ is Cheswick Green Local Centre Car Park comprising circa 

51 spaces, with no parking restrictions in place. This is currently used for those using local facilities 

in Cheswick Green e.g. Newsagent, Takeaway, Public House. In addition to this car park to the rear 

of the local facilities, there is also a small amount of parking fronting Cheswick Way.  
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6.6.3 Due to COVID-19, the parking beat survey did not encompass this car park, as it was unlikely this 

would be representative of the typical occupancy levels. However, during the site visit undertaken 

by PJA it was observed to have significant spare capacity. Given the land uses which this car park 

serves, there would be minimal interaction between peak periods, and therefore sufficient space 

within the car park to accommodate some of the parking demand generated by the school 

6.6.4 From the access to the car park on Coppice Walk, Cheswick Green Primary School is approximately 

650m walking distance away via a footway on the northbound side of Cheswick Way. Chapter 3 

presented an assessment of the quality of pedestrian infrastructure on this route using the WRAT. 

This concluded that no further improvements are required in order for these routes to be suitable 

for pupils/parents to walk to/from Cheswick Green Primary School. This site would therefore 

provide an ideal location for a park and stride service if an agreement can be made between the 

school and landowner.  

6.6.5 To ascertain the likely uptake of this provision, existing families at the school were asked if they 

would use this provision through an online survey. A summary of responses to this question are 

provided in Figure  6-2. Of those who drive to school, 39% would consider using the scheme to 

some extent. The majority of those who would use the scheme would either use it everyday or 

several times a week. It should be noted that this does not include those for whom it would be most 

useful post expansion, namely those residing in Blythe Valley Park.  

6.6.6 Further evidence is available from previous consultation undertaken with a member of staff 

Greswold Primary School regarding their ‘Walking Bus’, which is promoted to parents who drive 

from further afield to the school as well as parents living en-route. In March 2020, Greswold Primary 

School had 24 pupils using the provision in both the morning and afternoon, between the school 

and newly built housing estate on Wharf Lane, Solihull.   
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Figure  6-2: Results of question asking parents “If a Park and Stride scheme was implemented at Cheswick Green 
Primary, would you be interested in participating?” 

 

6.6.7 Both of these sources of evidence show that this mitigation measure could be effective at Cheswick 

Green. Drawing on feedback from Greswold Primary School, it is recommended that the scheme is 

implemented as follows: 

• Implemented by the school with support from SMBC; 

• Operated by paid members of staff, which could be parents/school support staff/lunchtime 

supervisors, to ensure consistent operation; 

• Regular feedback is sought from families to gauge option and draw on community experience; 

and 

• Families are required to sign a contract to state expectations of the service if booked.  

6.6.8 Implementation of this provision would reduce demand for parking within the direct vicinity of the 

school, whilst increasing the uptake of sustainable modes for at least a proportion of the journey 

and promoting healthier lifestyles.  

6.6.9 Once organised, the scheme could be launched with “Park and Stride Week” to raise awareness of 

the scheme.  

6.6.10 To account for the staggered start/end times, take-up for the Park and Stride by year group, will be 

ascertained by the school. If there is sufficient take-up, two Park and Stride routes may need to be 

operated.  
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6.7 Expanded provision for before/after school clubs and care 

6.7.1 Currently, the school provides before/after school wrap around care, as well as a number of after 

school clubs, as follows: 

• Breakfast club (from 07:30) and an after school club (until 18:00), called Cheswick Chimps,  

approximately 30 - 40 pupils attend each day (Monday to Friday); 

• After School Sports Clubs (15:30 – 16:30), approximately 15 – 20 children at each session 

(Monday to Thursday); and 

• Before School Club (08:00 – 08:45), approximately 10-15 children at each session (two days a 

week).  

6.7.2 In order to reduce demand for car parking during school peak periods it is recommended that the 

school expands its before/after school clubs / care offer and promotes this to parents/families.  

6.7.3 Pupils attending before/after school clubs and care provision would not be able to utilise the Park 

and Stride Facility.  

6.7.4 Pupils would leave/attend this provision in line with their relevant staggered start/end time. 
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6.8 Car Parking Strategy 

6.8.1 This report has demonstrated that within a five minute walk of the school, there are multiple 

locations that could accommodate additional on-street parking. Whilst the proposals may increase 

parking pressures on areas close to the site access, it is considered that there is enough on-street 

parking available in the wider area (Cheswick Way, Saxon Wood Road, Boscobel Road, Badger Close 

and Foxland Close) to accommodate the extra demand. It will however be essential that parents 

are encouraged to park further from the school if necessary and discouraged from parking in 

inappropriate locations.  

6.8.2 In order to encourage this, it is recommended that a car parking strategy is developed by the school, 

with support from SMBC, to encourage parents to park further from the school in less congested, 

more appropriate locations. This will also complement and help to implement all of the other 

mitigation measures proposed in this section. 

6.8.3 It is recognised that the school already actively encourage parents to park safely and appropriately, 

as evidence in Appendix B. It is recommended that this regular communication is encouraged, plus 

the following measures are considered for implementation: 

• SMBC and the school to work together to generate a set of parking rules for parents to sign, 

which will encourage better parking behaviour outside the school; 

• Actively promote use of the “Park and Stride” scheme to parents/guardians who live further 

afield and cannot walk/cycle to school, to promote the message that if you have to drive to 

school, park away from the school gates; 

• Implement signage to act as a deterrent to parents parking inappropriate within the direct 

vicinity of the school; and 

• Staffing the school gates at the start and end of the school day to monitor car parking and 

behaviour. It should be noted that staff would not be required to “police” parking.  

6.9 Review of TROs within the vicinity of the school 

6.9.1 Whilst the expansion cannot rely on Traffic Regulation Orders  as these will need to form part of a 

separate consultation process, it is recommended that the existing TROs within the vicinity of the 

school are reviewed to ensure that they are fit for purpose. This should be reviewed in the context 

of the findings of the parking beat survey.   

6.10 On-Site Car Park Management Strategy 

6.10.1 The school will implement a car park management strategy for staff and visitors to manage on-site 

parking provision. Further details of this mitigation measures are set out in Section 4.3 of this 

report. 
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6.11 Summary 

6.11.1 A summary of the proposed mitigation measures and to whom they will benefit is set out in Table  

6-2. 

Table  6-2: Mitigation Measures 

 Existing Pupils Additional Pupils – 
Blythe Valley Park 

Additional Pupils – 
Cheswick Place 

Additional Pupils 
– Other 

Staff 

School Travel Plan 
     

Implementation of staggered 
start/end times     

 

Implementation of dedicated 
school bus to Blythe Valley 
Park 

 
 

   

Increase the frequency of the 
A7/A8 bus service      

Park and Stride 
  

 
 

 

Expanded provision for 
before/after school clubs and 
care 

    
 

Car Parking Strategy 
    

 

Car Park Management Strategy 
(on-site) 

    
 

Review of TROs within the 
vicinity of the school      
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7 Summary and Conclusion 

7.1 Summary 

7.1.1 PJA has been commissioned by Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council to provide a Transport 

Statement relating to the proposed 1 FE expansion to Cheswick Green  Primary School, Solihull.  

7.1.2 Vehicular and pedestrian access to the development remains as per the existing site, from Cheswick 

Way.  

7.1.3 This report has demonstrated the following: 

• The school is accessible via sustainable modes of transport, in particular for those residing in 

Monkspath, Cheswick Green and Cheswick Place, in line with Policy P7 and P8 of Solihull Local 

Plan; 

• An interrogation of highway safety data over the latest three year period indicates that there 

are no existing safety issues that warrant further analysis; 

• On-site observations indicate that there are existing issues of inappropriate parking on Cheswick 

Way during school peak periods; 

• Following the 1FE expansion, there is forecast to be up to an additional 93 vehicles in the school 

AM peak and 81 vehicles in the school PM peak, a high proportion of which are likely to be 

diverted trips as part of a journey to work; 

• It is recognised that the current COVID-19 pandemic may have altered reported travel 

behaviours. A survey conducted with parents found that a small proportion of parents who used 

to travel by car, now walk to school. As flexible working is likely to be promoted by many 

employer’s post COVID-19 pandemic this may encourage more parents to walk/cycle with their 

child to school, where possible;  

• It is predicted that the expansion would lead to an increased demand for drop-off, pick-up, on-

street parking, and pedestrian activity outside the site. Due to the nature of drop-offs and pick-

ups impact this would be limited to at most a 30-minute period in the vicinity of the school, and 

only coincide with the network peaks during the morning drop-off period. A parking beat survey 

has demonstrated that there is sufficient capacity for this additional parking demand to be 

accommodated on the local highway network, should this be promoted to parents;  

• A Travel Plan that has recently been implemented at the school will continue to encourage those 

who are able to walk/cycle to school to do so, rather than travel by private car; and 

• A package of recommended mitigation measures that are deemed necessary to alleviate the 

impact of the proposed expansion have been outlined, including implementation of staggered 

start/end times, provision of dedicated school bus to Blythe Valley with a guide, implementation 



  

 

Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council 63 Cheswick Green Primary School, Solihull 

  Transport Assessment 

 

of a Park and Stride from Cheswick Green Local Centre and expanded provision for before/after 

school clubs and care. 

7.2 Recommendations 

7.2.1 The key recommendations of this report are as follows: 

• A staffed “Park and Stride” system should be implemented from the Cheswick Green local centre 

car park, approximately 650m from the school entrance; 

• The  School Travel Plan should continue to be implemented by the school to encourage those 

who are able to walk/cycle to school to do so;  

• Implementation of staggered start/end times beyond the current COVID-19 pandemic to spread 

the demand for car parking at the start and end of the school day; 

• Increase the frequency and change the timetable of the A7/A8 bus service using S106 monies 

from the Blythe Valley Park development to better serve the school; 

• Review of TROs within the vicinity of the site; 

• Expansion of the offer of wrap around care/after school clubs for pupils; and 

• Creation of car parking management strategy for school site to encourage parents to park to 

further from the school in less congested, more appropriate locations, and to manage on-site 

staff parking.  

7.3 Conclusion  

7.3.1 Paragraph 109 of the NPPF (2019) states that:  

“Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if there would be an 

unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative impacts on the road network 

would be severe." 

7.3.2 Based on the evidence presented in this report and following the implementation of the mitigation 

measures set out in Section 6, it is not considered that the expansion would have an unacceptable 

impact on highway safety nor have a severe residual cumulative impact on the operation of the 

road network.  

7.3.3 Of specific relevance to education development, Policy P7 states that: 

“Proposed education, health and other public service facilities should be located where they are 

easily accessible on foot, by bicycle and bus by the local community they serve”. 

7.3.4 The implementation of the aforementioned mitigation measures will together ensure that the 

school is accessible by sustainable modes, for both the existing local community within Cheswick 
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Green, but also for pupils drawn from Cheswick Place and Blythe Valley Park which the expanded 

school will serve.  

7.3.5 The School Travel Plan will complement these measures by promoting and encouraging the uptake 

of these modes to parents, pupils, staff, and visitors, in line with section b of Policy P8 of the Local 

Plan.  
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Appendix A Site Layout 
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Appendix B School’s communications with parents 
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Appendix C Parking Beat Survey Results 
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Appendix D Walking Route Audit  
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Appendix E Road Traffic Collision Report Summary  
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Appendix F Trip Generation Calculations 
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Appendix G School Letter of Support 

 

 


